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Coinciding with 10th outing of the London Design Festival this year Max 
Fraser, a design writer and curator, has been appointed to the position 
of deputy director. The publisher and editor of the London Design Guide, 
Fraser will be responsible for the festival’s marketing, strategy and 
communication, wider partner network and thought leadership activity. 

He will assist the LDF’s director Ben Evans to bring a contemporary 
perspective to the goals of the event, which include strengthening the 
event’s position on the annual design calendar. 

The design festival will begin shortly a� er the Olympic Games roll out 
of town, allowing London to be consumed again by a global festival which 
further fl aunts its position as a design-focused capital. The London Design 
Festival runs from 15 to 23 September.
londondesignfestival.com

BOUTIQUE EDITION OF INTERIORS 
HEADS TO EXCEL LONDON 
Interiors UK, a Birmingham-based 
interiors trade show held in January, has 
added a new boutique edition for London to 
take place from 19 to 21 May. It will be held 
at the London exhibition centre ExCel, with 
the event set to showcase what organisers 
say is the best of British and international 
design for the mid to high-end contract and 
design-led retail sector.
interiorsuk.comNew trade show for 

the UK offi ce interiors 
industry announced
Offi ce Interiors, a new 
trade for the UK offi ce 
interiors industry is 
to launch next year at 
Earls Court. The event 
is being organised by 
Diversifi ed Business 
Communications for 
two days in February. 
Of� ceinteriorsshow.co.uk

Haven brings 
manufacture home
Shower manufacturer 
Haven is bringing 
its Roman shower 
enclosures and bath 
screens manufacturing 
out of China, where 
they have been 
produced since 
2006,to its factory 
in Co Durham.
Roman-showers.com

Villiers and Riches 
launch Vintage Archive
Vintage Archive, a 
collection of antique, 
modern and upcycled 
furniture, vintage 
posters and graphics 
has been launched 
online by Harry Villiers, 
a founding member of 
Villiers Brothers furniture 
design, and David 
Riches, the creative 
director of Visible Edge 
vintagearchive.co.uk

JLP TO SPONSOR 
DESIGN GUILD MARK
The Worshipful Company 
of Furniture Makers 
has announced that the 
John Lewis Partnership 
is to sponsor its Design 
Guild Mark awards 
from 2013.
furnituremkrs.co.uk

TOM DIXON TO HEAD DESIGN OF NEW 
MODRIAN FOR SOUTH BANK SITE
The original brief to the architect of Sea Containers House for it to be a 
luxury hotel is about to be realised, nearly 50 years a� er it was built.

On a prime location on the Thames between the iconic OXO Tower 
and Blackfriars Bridge the Seventies-built offi  ce building is to be 
transformed into the Mondrian London, due to open in 2014 with 360 
luxury guest rooms, spa, a screening room, bars and restaurants. 

British design practice Design Research Studio under the direction of 
Tom Dixon, in collaboration with Morgans Hotel Group, the American 
owner of the Mondrain brand, will be transforming the 14-storey building 
into the luxury hotel. Inspiration for the interiors is coming from the 
building’s link to shipping, 
with the plan for them to 
embody the elegance of a ocean 
liner, with postmodernism 
touches mixed in, and 
Dixon’s own-design furniture 
featured. Named a� er shipping 
company Sea Containers, 
the building was designed by 
American Warren Platner. 
designresearchstudio.net

FRASER IS NEW 
LDF DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR
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MOOOI FOUNDERS VISSERS AND 
WANDERS REGAIN MAJORITY 
OF COMPANY SHARES
Moooi founders Casper Vissers (pictured 
above le� ) and Marcel Wanders (above 
right) have bought back their majority in the 
company’s shares a� er seven years of owning 
50 per cent of the Dutch design brand. 

When the design house gained huge 
a¡ ention in the industry, new partners Hans 
Lensvelt and Girogio Busnelli of B&B Italia 
bought into the company. While Vissers 
and Wanders maintained a strong hand in 
the business as CEO and design director 
respectively, this recent acquision has 
reaffi  rmed their control. moooi.com

NET-A-PORTER PLANS ONLINE 
INTERIOR RETAIL SITE
Luxury online retailer Net-a-Porter is 
planning three new websites, one focusing on 
home furnishing sales. A possible name for 
the homewares site could be Net-a-Maison, 
according to the Independent newspaper.
net-a-porter.com

Sea Containers: 
for new hotel
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