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Columbia’s

CUTEST
PETS

OUR CONTEST’S FIVE FINALISTS MAKE THEIR DEBUT 
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We knew 
Columbians 

loved their pets, 
but we didn’t know just 
how much until we sent 
out a call for entries to 
our first-ever pet cover 
contest. We received 
more than 400 entries 
before we finally had to 
narrow the selections 
to make voting more 
manageable for all the 
many fans who were 
logging on to our special 
website to support their 
favorite pups and kitties. 
In the end, five of the top 
vote-getters received an 
invitation from the editors 
to participate in a cover 
photo shoot and vie for 
the honor of being named 
Columbia’s cutest pet. Did 
Columbia make the right 
choice or is your pet the 
fairest in CoMo land?
Log on to our website 
www.InsideColumbia.net 
for details on how you can 
submit a video of your pet 
in our Cutest Pet Contest 
Video Challenge!
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When Ashley Mayer decided she 
wanted a dog, she was looking for 
an outgoing, small dog breed that 
wasn’t a barker. Her research led 

her to the Papillon breed and to a breeder, where she 
found Dolce. And while Mayer thought she was only 
getting a furry friend, she also found a mascot for 
her business.

Mayer owns Studio B Dance Center. She decided 
to take Dolce to work with her one day, and the dog 
was an instant hit with the dancers. Mayer 
started bringing Dolce to work with 
her more often; she is now the studio’s 
offi cial greeter.

“Patrons love Dolce, and she’s 
become a sort of mascot here,” Mayer 
says. “She brings a sense of joy to the 
lobby and she is sorely missed when she 
takes a day off.”

Dolce’s growing popularity has sparked 
a blog by Mayer and her assistant to 
chronicle the Papillon’s life as a dance dog. 
The blog, Dancing Dolce at dancingdolce.
wordpress.com, features updates from the 
dance center, as well as detailed critiques of 
the latest episodes of “Dancing With The 
Stars” in Dolce’s voice. Mayer says the blog 
is a good way to keep in touch with the 
studio’s clientele.

Dolce earns praise from her owner, 
who says she is smart and trainable. 
The dog knows not to go on the dance 
fl oor, and she stays in the lobby to greet 
dancers as they arrive. 

The perky little Papillon may enjoy 
the celebrity life at Studio B, but 
Dolce’s real value to Mayer is the 
companionship she offers.

“She’s just been a great part of 
my life.” 

DOLCE
Kate Tripp knows dogs. As a dog 
lover, past Petco employee and the 
current manager at Treats Unleashed 
on Forum Boulevard, she has a 
variety of di! erent toy suggestions 
for your special little pup. 

Tripp says the most important 
consideration is your dog’s size. It 
seems obvious that smaller toys 
are designed for smaller dogs, and 
bigger toys are created for bigger 
dogs, but mistakenly choosing the 
wrong toy size could put your pet in 
potential danger. Once relative toy 

size is decided, it all comes down to 
your dog’s preferences and whether 
you want a toy to last. For a toy 
that’s guaranteed to withstand time 
and the force of a gnawing dog, 
Tripp suggests a Kong product. 
Kongs are made of rubber and often 
release a treat when bitten a certain 
way. Tripp’s favorite treat to insert 
consists of wet dog food, some 
dried treats and more wet dog food. 
Put this concoction in the freezer 
for a bit, and you’ll have a snack 
your dog will love.

The most classic doggie toy, 
the bone, hasn’t gone away, but 
there are better options. Tripp 
recommends buying an antler with 
the sharp edges smoothed. Antlers 
o! er the same tough consistency as 
regular bones, but the bits of antler 
come o!  like pencil shavings, which 
make it easier to digest and pass 
through a dog’s body.

Before the fun can truly start, 
Tripp says, be sure you are around 
to supervise your pet when playing 
with toys.

> OWNER: Ashley Mayer
> BREED: Papillon
> AGE: 4 years

CutestPET

GO BEYOND THE KIBBLE
Sometimes shopping for the right ingredients can be as much work as preparing a well-balanced 
meal. The search for the right pet food can be just as challenging, especially when your beloved 
pet is not as vocal as your favorite food critic. Kyle Schlosser, owner of"Lizzi and Rocco’s Natural 
Pet Market on Nifong Boulevard, has some suggestions for selecting the best entrées for your pet.

When purchasing pet food, Schlosser cautions that there is a big di! erence between 
foods. Read labels and be aware of ingredients such as corn gluten and by-products that are 
not calorically dense. Although supermarket kibble is convenient and inexpensive, Schlosser 
suggests a raw diet brand such as Bravo, which o! ers unprocessed frozen food for cats and dogs. 
Schlosser claims Bravo’s balance of meat and organs, in addition to added nutrients, is biologically 
appropriate and easier on a pet’s digestive system.

Bravo even o! ers a box of frozen turkey patties for on-the-go pet owners. Preparation is similar 
to human freezer meals. If there isn’t enough room in your freezer or you prefer traditional pet 
cuisine, there are healthy grain-free kibble options available. 

TOP TOYS
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Some people can’t have a dog because of allergies, 
but in Shiloh Schmid’s case, her bulldog, Duke, is 
allergic to her. “His list of allergies is longer than 
my arm,” Schmid says. “He’s actually allergic to 
me. He’s allergic to human skin.”

Duke’s allergies have put the bulldog through two rounds 
of testing and two rounds of shots. To give him some extra 
protection, Schmid dresses him in an outfi t everyday. He 
wears anything from muscle tees to jerseys to jeans with 
suspenders. Some of his wardrobe is considered dog apparel, 
but Schmid also picks up clothes for him whenever she sees 
something. “A lot of times I just go buy little boys’ clothes at 
Target or Old Navy,” she says. Duke has his own closet for his 
clothes at home.

Duke was born in a litter of fi ve in Fort Madison, Iowa. 
Schmid met him when he was 4 weeks old, too young to 

go home with her, but she returned for him when he was 
ready. Duke is now 5 years old, and Schmid considers him a 
member of her family.

“I never grew up with pets or anything,” she says. “When 
people would get so attached to their animals, I thought 
it was weird — I mean, it’s an animal! But now I totally 
understand. If I go away for the weekend, I really miss him, 
like he’s a kid.”

Duke’s allergies haven’t kept him from being a loving 
pet. Schmid says Duke can always tell when she’s sick, or if 
something is wrong. She treats Duke as if he were more than 
a dog because that’s how she sees him, and how she assumes 
Duke sees himself. 

“He’ll sit on my lap like a little boy would, and I’ll pick 
him up like he’s a kid,” Schmid says. “He doesn’t realize  
he’s a dog.”

When Mallory Parsons started 
school at the University of 
Missouri, she wanted a dog, but 

she knew she didn’t have the time to care 
for one. So to fi ll what she was missing from 
a four-legged companion, Parsons began 
volunteering at the Humane Society on the 
weekends. 

When Parsons changed her major 
from painting to graphic design, tacking 
on another year and a half of school, she 
decided she couldn’t wait anymore, and 
gave in to her desire for a dog. And that’s 
when Lola came into her life. 

“I went online to Columbia Second 
Chance and as soon as I saw her, I fell in love 
and wanted to adopt her,” Parsons says. She 
then learned that Lola was rescued from a 
puppy mill, so she decided Lola needed her 
as much as Parsons needed a dog.

Now Lola is 8 months old, and Parsons 
calls her the smartest dog in the world. 
“She’s like a sponge,” she says. “Everything 
I tell her, she stores in her little doggie 
brain.” Parsons has taught Lola a lot of 
tricks, and adds she is a good guard dog, 
despite her size.

Parsons adopted another dog to join 
Lola, a bichon frise named Sinbad. She 
basks in the unconditional love from both 
dogs, and she’s glad she can return the 
kindness, never forgetting that Sinbad and 
Lola were in bad situations before they 
came to her home. She urges other pet 
owners to consider adopting when looking 
for their next pet. 

“There are so many dogs out there that 
aren’t in homes,” Parsons says. “People don’t 
need to be breeding more. They need to 
adopt the dogs that need to be rescued.”DUKE

It’s bound to happen at some point. 
Your pet is going to misbehave. For those 
times when your pet may be behaving in 
a less-than-satisfactory manner, Treats 
Unleashed Manager Kate Tripp has tried-
and-true methods for fi xing the problem.

The key is to “keep your dog busy,” she 
says. “Never give them the opportunity to 
do the wrong thing.” 

Even if you have set up your pet for 
success, it may not always stop the 

problem. If you have a cat that scratches 
furniture, for instance, don’t yell. Instead, 
move them away from the décor, preferably 
to a cat-friendly scratching post.

Try to remember that your attention 
is often what a pet wants, Tripp says. 
She warns that even laughing could 
encourage your pet to continue its 
misbehavior. 

If all else fails, take solace in the fact 
that trainers are available to help.  

PETS 
BEHAVING 
BADLY

him up like he’s a kid,” Schmid says. “He doesn’t realize  

problem. If you have a cat that scratches 
furniture, for instance, don’t yell. Instead, 
move them away from the décor, preferably 

Try to remember that your attention 

If all else fails, take solace in the fact 

OFF THE 
LEASH
Columbia’s pet-friendly 
attitude permeates the 
city parks. The following 
are places where your 
dog can run free from the 
leash. For more details 
about each location, visit 
www.gocolumbiamo.com

Grindstone Nature Area
2011 Old 63 S.

Cosmo Park
Bear Creek Nature Area
1615"Business"Loop 70 W.

Twin Lakes
Recreation Area
2500 Chapel Hill Road

Garth Nature Area
2799 N. Garth Ave.

Indian Hills Park
5009 Aztec Blvd.

Hinkson Woods 
Conservation Area
2701 Forum Blvd. &
2500 Chapel Hill Road 
(two entrances)

> OWNER:
Mallory Parsons
> BREED:
Cocker Spaniel/
Poodle Mix
> AGE:
8 months

> OWNER: Shiloh Schmid   
> BREED: English Bulldog   
> AGE: 5 years

Cutest
PET

CutestPET

LOLA
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> OWNER: Shawn
and Amanda Griffin
> BREED:
English Mastiff
> AGE: 1 year

The first thing you notice about Brinkley is her 
size. The English mastiff weighs more than 
her owner, Amanda Griffin. Her neck is so 
big that Griffin has to make her collars. But 

once you get over Brinkley’s size, she is anything but 
intimidating. Her calm demeanor and leisurely walk 
is the mark of a gentle giant, not a dog that requires 
a “Beware” sign. 

“Personality wise, Brinkley is about the weirdest 
dog ever,” her owner says. “She is a lap dog and 
she weighs 150 pounds.” Brinkley isn’t very 
ladylike — she snores, snorts and occasionally 
farts. “Her nickname is Piglet for good reason,” 
Griffin says.

Despite her less-than-mannerly proclivities, 
Brinkley is a show dog, and she earned her AKC Canine 
Good Citizen title last summer, which is the first step in 
becoming a therapy dog.

She and her “brother,” Boone, the Griffins’ first 
mastiff, also participate in various rescue efforts and 
fundraising events locally and across the country. 

Griffin acquired Brinkley from a breeder because she 
was interested in finding a show dog, but she is a strong 
believer in rescuing dogs. Reliable breeders are key, she 
says. “It is important to find a reputable breeder, not a 
pet store selling puppy mill pups or a backyard breeder 
breeding dogs just because they are registered,” she says. 
“You want to find someone who really cares about the 
betterment of the breed.”

The Griffins pour out their love to Brinkley and 
Boone. “These dogs are our children,” she says, “and we 
couldn’t love them more.”

Did your little darling miss his shot at cover pet stardom? Then make 
him a video star instead. Submit a short video of your pet for our Cutest 
Pet Contest Video Challenge. Go to www.InsideColumbia.net for details.

When David and Shanna 
Watson were thinking 
about getting another 
dog, an idea kept 

niggling at the back of their minds 
that a puppy might liven up their 
10-year-old arthritic golden retriever, 
Deva.

Now at 2 years old, Buddha is a pal 
to his older sister. “He sure brought a lot 
of life to her,” David says. “They’re good 
friends.”

Buddha has also struck up a 
friendship with the children in the 

Watsons’ neighborhood. “He has five or 
six little friends who come to ask to play 
soccer with him,” David says. The kids 
even came to wish him good luck at his 
Inside Columbia photo shoot.

Buddha’s outgoing personality and 
trustworthiness with children is one 
of the couple’s favorite facets of the 
golden retriever breed. “We’re around 
a lot of kids all the time, and you know 
that nothing’s going to happen,” David 
says.

While Buddha is a social butterfly 
in the neighborhood, Shanna says she 

loves cuddling with him when she gets 
home. “It’s always nice to come home to 
somebody who’s happy and excited to 
greet you,” she says. “I love that.”

Buddha will soon have to share the 
Watsons’ love when the couple’s baby 
is born. But David and Shanna have 
no doubt Buddha will get along with 
his new sibling and bring some love to 
the baby, just as he has to Deva and his 
neighborhood pals. 

“[Goldens] love people and other 
dogs,” Shanna says. “I think they’re just 
a good family dog.”

MY PET IS CUTER
THAN YOUR PET!

BUDDHA

> OWNER: David and Shanna Watson
> BREED: Golden Retriever
> AGE: 2 years

Cutest
PET

BRINKLEY CutestPET


