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The Columbia Public Schools 
Foundation has taken the 
idea of reaching for the stars 
to remarkable new heights. 
The foundation plans to 

hold its annual fundraiser, aptly named 
the Night of Stars, on Thursday, Oct. 20, 
at the Missouri Theatre Center for the 
Arts, 203 S. Ninth St., to gather donations 
for programs that enhance the lives of 
Columbia students. 

The fundraiser is also an evening to 
induct retired educators, alumni and vol-
unteers into the Hall of Leaders for their 
outstanding service and accomplishments.

Four years ago, the board reformatted 
the event to make it more central to the 
students and the value of education to 
success. The itinerary includes a reception 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. followed by the 
awards ceremony at 7 p.m. 

Student performances are also 
sprinkled throughout the evening, and 
can take the form of choir presentations, 
parts of an upcoming school musical 
or drumline arrangements. A high 
school student escorts each honoree 
while both the student and inductee are 
introduced and described through their 
accomplishments. 

Board member, Lynn McIntosh says 
the students play an important role in 
the ceremony. 

“It’s a very heartwarming event,” 
McIntosh says. “There’s a true blend 
of past and present so you can see 
the continuity in the community, 
[especially] with the alumni.”

Honorees receive an award in the 
shape of a school bell and may take the 
opportunity to say a few words about 
their experiences in Columbia. 

People in the community, school 
officials and instructors nominate 
the honorees, chosen for their selfless 
contributions to Columbia or their 
respective communities, who hold 
education in high regard.

This year’s honorees include a former 
member of the U.S. Congress, a circuit 
court judge and a Harvard-educated 
engineer. 

Wal-Mart tycoons Sam and Bud 
Walton were among the first honorees 
inducted into the Hall of Leaders as 
alumni since the foundation began 
honoring these figures in 1999. 

Over the last 12 years, the funds 
raised have taken the form of grants that 
are distributed among the schools. These 
grants were passed out in the form of 
SMART Boards for fine arts classes, as 
well as math and science programs.

Past CPSF grants have included 
giving seventh-graders the chance to go 
to science camp, and helping a group 
of fourth-graders travel to the state 
Capitol to learn the history of Missouri. 
Although Columbia tax dollars pay for 
the public school system, many of the 
schools must do without up-to-date 
technology and fine arts activities. 
Programs such as the CPSF keep 
students from missing out on vital parts 
of a sound education. 
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>      Reservations for Night of Stars are $100 each; visit www.cpsf.org for more information.

Columbia Public Schools 
Foundation works to enhance 
the lives of Columbia students.

Last year’s Night of Stars honorees included Pam Conway, Jack Horton, Lynnanne Baumgardner, Margaret 
‘Peggy’ Lemone, Jolene Schulz, John C. Kelly, Katherine Hanley, Jim Ritter, Karen Smith, John Frederick 
Troelstrup, Nancy Fritsch, Ann Warren, Bondi Wood, Pamela Stone Otto


